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Sycamore High School

PLANNED IMPROVEMENT FOR THE SCHOOL AND DISTRICT 

This is the final section of the school report card in which your school and district provide information below on areas of success 
and areas for planned improvement based on your school's improvement plan. 
(For report cards disseminated electronically, this information may be provided in a separate document due to differences in the 
software used.  If you are unable to locate this document, please contact your local school or district office.) 

Sycamore High School is part of a K-12 unit school district located in Sycamore. Illinois. Student population is 
1175 for the current school year.  Sycamore High School met the state benchmark standards of the Federal law 
commonly known as “No Child Left Behind” by Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for the 2007-2008 school 
year. On the ACT Assessment, Sycamore High School students averaged 21.3 vs. 20.5 for the state. In the 
overall PSAE performance, Sycamore High School scored a 60.8 compared to a 52.5 for the state. While 
Sycamore High School continues to exceed state and federal testing guidelines, the school will continue to try 
and improve student performance. 
 
To meet our goal of all students meeting or exceeding when assessed in the Illinois State Standards, District 427 
is reviewing and writing articulated curriculum, aligned with the state standards.  As we are a unit district, we 
have the opportunity to create a program which includes a progression of skills and understandings from 
kindergarten through high school. By writing, teaching, and assessing curriculum with outcomes framed in high 
level verbs, student engagement in their own learning will be increased. 
 
The high school departments which have already written and validated their articulated curriculum are Science 
and World Languages. In the 2008-09 school year, the Mathematics, Health, and Physical Education 
departments are validating the curriculum written the previous year.  As this year progresses, we will complete 
the writing of Social Studies, Agriculture, Consumer Family Science, Business, Industrial Technology, and 
Technology and prepare to validate them. Early stages of training for reviewing, writing, and articulating the 
Language Arts, Art, and Music curriculum will also begin in the 2008-09 school year. 
 
Last school year the High School Improvement Plan (SIP) team identified the goals of improving reading in and 
writing in a variety of contexts. The validation of those goals will begin this fall with the renewal of the North 
Central Accreditation (NCA) process. Data collected and analyzed and interventions for student growth chosen 
over the next eighteen months. All decisions will be data driven and all interventions shall be research based. 
 
In the 2007-2008 school year the high school opened a Testing Center that allowed students to take 
tests/quizzes missed due to absences. Over 1,800 tests/quizzes were taken in this program; this allowed students 
an opportunity without missing class time. A state-approved Credit Recovery Program, sponsored by the 
Regional Office of Education, was also established to assist students in making up credits lost due to 
unsuccessful attempts to pass classes in the traditional manner.  
 
A renewed priority was given to assure a safe learning environment for Sycamore High School. A School 
Resource Officer was employed in a joint project with the City of Sycamore. To increase student’s safety all 
students, faculty and guests must be identified when coming into our building and backpacks during the school 
day were eliminated. No risk can be completely eliminated but maximizing prevention of unsafe activities is our 
goal. In addition, safety training was done in the high school this summer in conjunction with the Sycamore 
Police Department. This program will be under continual review for further recommendation. 
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